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Policy on students with disabilities
The policy was last revised: 11 June 2023

Introduction.

IAPM is committed to ensuring that students with disabilities have equal
access to all of its programmes, activities, services and opportunities. To this end,
IAPM has developed the Policy on Students with Disabilities to ensure an
inclusive environment in which students with disabilities are not discriminated
against and have access to all aspects of Academy life.

The mission of the Counselling Centre is to empower students so that they
can be productive in their academic work and fulfil themselves in their personal
lives.

Definitions

‘disability’ in relation to a person means any type of impairment that leads
to permanent or long-term physical, intellectual or mental limitations that, taking
into account the person's history and other individual characteristics, significantly
reduce or exclude the possibility of performing one or more activities or functions
that are considered natural and essential for the quality of life of every person of
the same age who does not suffer from such limitations or impairments (Law of
Ukraine “On the Fundamentals of Social Protection of Persons with Disabilities in
Ukraine”, 2000-2015).

According to the Law of Ukraine ‘On Education and Training of Children
with Special Needs’ of 1999 (113(1)/1999), a child with special needs is a child

e who has greater learning difficulties than most children of similar age,
or



e who has a disability that prevents or hinders them from using the
standard educational facilities and resources available in mainstream
schools.

Students with disabilities are registered students enrolled in full-time or
distance learning, students with documented disabilities. The term ‘disability’ may
include learning, physical, sensory, psychological and medical disabilities.

Student accommodations are any reasonable accommodations or conditions
provided to students with disabilities to enable them to participate in the
educational process and all Academy activities. An authorised accommodation for
students is only an accommodation that has been approved by the Academy
Counselling Centre.

A list of possible student accommodations is provided at the end of this
document.

e Procedures
e Disclosure of disability by a student

Prospective students receive information about the policy on students with
disabilities during the admissions process and may request an admissions interview
with a member of the Counselling Centre staff by filling out the ‘Counselling
Centre Request’ form.

A member of the Counselling Centre staff will contact the prospective
student to arrange an admission interview and inform them of the need to complete
the Accommodation Request form.

When applying for student accommodation, students must provide valid
documents to support their request. All documentation must be recent, up-to-date
and signed by an appropriate medical professional or health authority.

An introductory interview at the Counselling Centre is mandatory in order
to establish eligibility and to begin the joint process of determining appropriate
accommodations. The intake interview can be conducted in person or online.

Any student can request an accommodation at any stage of their studies by
following the procedure.

Students with a temporary disability or illness may also be eligible for
accommodation in a dormitory and must apply using the same procedure as
students with a permanent disability.



Provision of student accommodation and other services for people with
disabilities

Accommodation is granted after verification of valid documents submitted
by the student and after an entrance interview conducted by the counselling centre.

A second interview (in person or online) is held between the student and
the counselling centre to determine and agree on the appropriate accommodation
conditions for the student.

The student signs and receives a copy of the individual ‘Student
Accommodation and Support Plan’, as well as the form of the ‘Agreement on the
provision of services of the counselling centre’.

With the student's written consent, the Counselling Centre prepares
individual letters for each teacher with a list of approved accommodation
conditions that meet the student's needs and specific courses. In addition, the
Counselling Centre provides faculty members with manuals and resources with
information and advice on how to support students with disabilities.

The Counselling Centre arranges mandatory follow-up meetings with
students who receive accommodations at least once a semester to review academic
progress and adjust the Student Accommodation and Support Plan as needed.

Students with disabilities have access to all services offered by the
Counselling Centre, such as individual short-term counselling, personal and skills
development workshops, referrals and advocacy services, as well as all other
support services offered by the Academy (e.g. mentoring services, career services,
student advocate services, etc.).

Suspension or termination of services for students with disabilities
and/or student accommodations

All services for people with disabilities, including student accommodation
services, are voluntary, and students may refuse these services at any time by
notifying the Counselling Centre staff.

The Counselling Centre may suspend or terminate the provision of
accommodation and/or services if a student fails to comply with the rules and
procedures under which these services are provided.

Confidentiality.



All information and records collected by the Academy about a student's
disability will be in accordance with the Academy's Privacy Policy.

No information will be disclosed without the student's signed consent.
Access to disability-related information will be provided only for the purpose of
implementing accommodations.

The extent to which disability-related information is disclosed to teachers
and/or other administrative staff is determined by the student.

The staff of the Counselling Centre (social worker and psychologist) adhere
to a professional code of ethics regarding confidentiality and service delivery.

Complaint Procedures

Any student who believes that he or she is being discriminated against or
harassed by a staff member or student because of his or her disability should
inform the Director of Learning and Student Welfare.

Students who do not agree with the approved accommodation or are
dissatisfied with the quality of services or level of accessibility are encouraged to
use the Academy's Complaints and Grievance Procedure.

Whenever appropriate, students are encouraged to wuse informal
problem-solving with the relevant individual, department or service. The Office of
the Student Advocate will support the student in this process.

The filing of a complaint or grievance is a right of all students at Frederick
Academy and will not result in negative treatment by any Academy employee.

TYPES OF STUDENT ACCOMMODATION AND SERVICES FOR
PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES
Classroom accommodations may include:
e Alternative classroom arrangements.
Providing class notes and/or additional materials in advance.
Providing learning material in alternative formats.
Use of note-taking services and/or colleagues' notes.

The use of appropriate audiovisual equipment/aids by lecturers during
lectures.
e Allowing students to record lectures.



Allowing students to use textbooks and/or assistive technology.

Any other classroom accommodation may be reviewed and granted
based on individual student needs and the nature of the course.
Examination/assessment accommodations may include the following:
Alternative examination rooms and/or seating arrangements.

Use of a reader.

Use of a scribe.

Extension of time during the assessment/examination.

Short breaks/use of the toilet during exams/assessments.

Provision of examination papers in alternative formats.

Use of aids and/or assistive technology during exams.
Grammatical/syntactical errors are not taken into account during the
assessment.

Any other conditions for exams/assessments may be reviewed and
provided based on individual student needs and the nature of the
course.

Other support services:

Follow-up appointments and short-term consultations offered by the
Counselling Centre.

Specialised workshops for first-year students with learning
difficulties.

Student advocacy and referrals to other Academy services and
community resources.

Arrangements for additional office hours with teachers.

Additional peer tutoring services.

Allowing and providing the necessary conditions to accompany
students with disabilities.

Development of manuals for students with disabilities.

Development of manuals and other resources for teachers working
with students with disabilities.

Accessible parking spaces.



